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See you this
summer!

If you have any questions, contact Miniwanca at
Phone: (231) 861 -2262
Fax: (231) 861 -5244
MiniwancaCamps@ayf.com
Liz Marshall , Girls Camp Director
1 Summer office extension: x3000
Luke Petsch , Boys Camp Director

1 Summer office extension: x2000

Narelle Couper , Four Trails Program Manager

Paula Klotz , Registrar

Tom Moore , Director of Miniwanca
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Additional Resources

Welcome to Miniwancal!

Our website also serves as a helpful resource in preparing your child for
camp. Please visit www.ayf.com and go to the Miniwanca Summer
Camp Parent Resources page to access the following resources.

Online Camper Information Forms
Guide to Nearby Lodging and Accommodations
St. Louis Charter Bus Pick  -Up Location
Electronic Versions of:

1 Camper Forms Packet

1 Camper and Family Handbook

1 Four Trails Addition to the Handbook

1 Packing Lists

1 Driving Directions

1 Printed Versions of Online Camper Information Forms

Also available on the Miniwanca Summer Camp page:
Typical Daily Schedule
Link to Bunkl1 Photos

Photo Tour of Boys and Girls Camps

Dear Camp Families,

We are thrilled that your child will be joining us at Camp
Miniwanca for the summer of 2009! As we head into
another summer of fun, the goals of our programs
remain as they have been for decades: to encourage
campers to be their best selves, to live a balanced life,
and to build positive relationships. This means that in
addition to experiencing all the activities that make
Miniwanca great, your camper will also have the chance
to reflect on his/her values, to ask important questions,
and to gain a renewed sense of confidence.

It wondt be |l ong before we
dunes, ready to sail on Stony Lake, climb the tower, or
hike down the beach. As you prepare for this summer,
you may have questions. This handbook tries to answer
as many as possible, so that your camper will arrive
ready to have the best experience at camp. However, if
you would like to speak in more detail, feel free to call or
email us with any questions or concerns.

Thank you again for sharing your child with us. We look
forward to another amazing summer!

All The Best,

Lo Mol ,é%«%

Liz Marshall

Girls Camp Director

Luke Petsch

Boys Camp Director
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Camper Information Forms

A key part of the staffés preparation for
Camper Information Forms, which have accompanied this handbook. These
forms must be completed and submitted no later than April 15, 2009

Camper Forms to Complete and Return by Mail:

Enclosed in this packet are three forms that require signatures and
must be completed by hand. Please complete these, make sure proper
signatures are included, and return them by mail to us. These forms
include:

1 Health History (complete and attach copy of primary insurance card)

1 Health Memorandum (to be completed by a physician, with a copy of
current immunization record attached)

1 Letter to my Leader (to be completed by camper)

Please Note:  The enclosed Health Memorandum replaces the physical
form we have traditionally used, and our hope is that it will be easier for
you and your physicianés office.
completed and signed by your physician, it does not require a new physical
appointment be scheduled as long as your child has had a physical within
24 months of the camp session, dated after July 31st, 2007

Al t hough

Camper Forms to Complete Online:

For your convenience, we have simplified the forms process by providing
most of the forms in an online format . These forms can be accessed
online at www.ayf.com and by following the step -by - step directions
provided in this packet. If you prefer to complete hard copies of these

forms by hand instead, PDF files are available for you to download from the
Parent Resource section of our website. You may also contact Paula at
Miniwanca and she will be happy to mail copies to you. The online camper
forms include:

1 Camper Information
1 Camper Payment / Account

1 Arrival and Departure Travel Information

Directions to Camp

MINIWANCA VICINITY
and LODGING GUIDE

MONTAGUE |
‘ WHITEHALL

Take US -31tothe M -20 exit toward New Era.

From the south : Go north from Muskegon about 35 miles and take the New
Era exit. Turn left (west) onto Stony Lake Road.

From the north : Go south from Ludington about 35 miles and take the New
Era exit. Turn right (west) onto Stony Lake Road.

Heading west on Stony Lake Road, go approximately 5 % miles to
Scenic Drive until you come to a T in the road. You will see the sign for
Miniwanca in front of you.

To Boys Camp : Turn left from the T in the road. The entrance will be on
your immediate right.

To Girls Camp and Main Office _: Turn right from the T in the road. Follow
this road about a %2 mile along Stony Lake until you come to another T in
the road. On the right corner is Stony Lake Store, and on the left corner is
a park with a baseball field. Turn left at the T and follow the road around
the curve to the right. The Main Office will be first Miniwanca building on
the left, and the Girls Camp Entrance is just a little further down on the

left.
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What is the horseback riding interest group ? M I n IWan ca P rog ram G Oals

We teamed up again with neighboring Rainbow Ranch

to offer an extended interest group that gives

campers hands -on experience with horses. Campers

will spend 1% hours at the ranch taking a trail ride

each day. Campers of all ages and riding abilities can
enjoy the hour -long trail ride every day of their one -

At Miniwanca, we want all our campers to have a fun, safe experience in our
programs. We believe in order to have fun and learn, campers need to be and
feel safe. Campers and staff work together to create a safe environment. The
Miniwanca camp program is built around achieving the following goals:

week interest group session. This is a great BestSelf i Our mot tMp ownselfiat my very best, all the time 0, and we
opportunity for a safe, exciting exposure to horses at strive to help our campers discover and develop their personal best. As a part of
an ACA approved program. Horseback riding must be iBest Selfo, our program seeks to help campers

value themselves as unique and capable individuals. We intentionally provide
opportunities for campers to practice respect for self, others, and the world around
us, and take responsibility to act for the good of others and our world.

registered for ahead of time. If interested, please
contact us and we will be happy to add it to your
registration.

Balanced Living 1 The typical Miniwanca day is built around a balance of physical,
mental, social, and spiritual activities. Campers and staff are encouraged to
Does my child get to choose his/her own activities? practice living a balanced life as a part of being their best.
Campers tgke 3 o-r 4 interest groups each day thét I‘ast for one week. Thgy Creating Healthy Friendships and a Positive Group Culture i From the
choose their own interest groups based on descriptions that leaders give in a moment campers arrive, we begin helping them build positive friendships. Cabin
mini - presentation of the available options. Campers sign up for new interest groups create a frecipe for successo, listing
groups at the beginning of each week. We offer a wide variety of classes, one another to live together and have fun. Regular discussions with campers
including arts and crafts, basketball, canoeing, kayaking, sailing, frisbee, explore the characteristics of healthy friendships and what a successful group
fishing, theater, pottery, swimming, and more! Campers also have free time sounds and looks like. Fun activities encourage campers to practice skills
every day. During this time, they can hang out with friends in their cabin or important to building healthy friendships, as well as help them practice the skills
around camp, go swimming in Stony Lake or Lake Michigan, make something to work together to achieve a goal. Key skills include: trust, cooperation, respect,
in the Craft House, shop in the Camp Store, or play a game with friends. responsibility, fun, compromise, communication, kindness, and problem solving.

By working toward these programmatic goals, we believe our campers

What is the camp store? will:
The camp store has items that campers may need while at camp or on their i Leave with newly gained confidence in themselves
trips. We recommend that parents deposit into M Be able to talk about who they are and what they are capable of achieving
week. We encourage you to have a conversation at home about priorities for
spending money in the camp store. Please make sure your camper does not T Discover and develop their personal best
keep cash in th'e cabln..lf your cgmpef’ comes to camp with cash, we will be 1 Actinways consistent with their values
happy to store it safely in the main office. Account balances of more than
$10.00 will be refunded or you have the option of donating the balance to our 1 Help to create a community where trust,
scholarship fund. cooperation, and respect are the foundation
How can my child keep in touch with his/ her friends after camp? A the end of the session your :
:camperds name, addriess and emai |l
We want to help campers continue the positive friendships they create at will be printed in our camper roster.
camp. At the end of the camp session, campers receive an address book that ¢ If you do not want this information :
includes campersdé names and contact informati : printed, please let us know. :
all year |l ong. I f you would prefer that your :
in the address book, please contact us.



